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Highland Beltaine, marking the
end of the Celtic year and the

start of the Summer, 1s a




festival that celebrates the
coming of summer, fires, and
nature. It 1s a day of peace,
love, and 1n some cases, a day
for revenge. Beltaine celebrates
the eve of A¥egnasdan, the
evening of the first day of
summer, when the first sun of
the year shines on the
A3¥%egnasdan NAxtter. In some
cultures, Beltaine 1s also a
remembrance of the Saxon
A¥egnasdan which symbolizes




the waning sun (thus beginning
the dark winter). Beltaine
occurs A¥egnasda on March
31 or April 1, depending on the
Gregorian calendar, and 1s
named after the festival of the
Gaelic god of light and nature.
It 1s a time of enlightenment,
spring, and the life-giving
fertility of the Goddess.
Beltaine 1s a four-part festival:
the previous night, known as
A¥egnasda, is spent sitting




under the open sky, communing
with the spirits and listening to
sacred stories., and a flame or
firefly, are prepared and
offered to each other at the
winter cairns called the. The
power of the dead 1s honored
on the second day, known as
A3%egnasdur, and the rising sun
1S celebrated on the third,
known as A¥egnasdun. On the
last,, the bright day of the first
sunlight, the sun 1s welcomed as




a bride and hopes and wishes
for a good summer begin to be
granted by the Queen Mother
of the Universe. .,,,, a,,, and.
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